


A WEEE Spot
of Bother

The Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (or WEEE) Directive was brought
in last year to ensure the proper disposal and recycling of electronic goods. For
catering equipment manufacturers and the businesses they supply, the situation
is more complicated. Drewry Pearson, Chairman of the Catering Equipment
Association, explains how businesses can efficiently meet their WEEE

requirements.

f you're Power City, it’s easy to meer with WEEE

requirements, You simply sign up and pay a fee, derer-

mined by your sales by category af all products sold. The

money. that 1s collected then goes towards the recycling
process for getting rid of those products, which means the
business s paying local authorities on municipal sies to han-
dle them. Ie's known as a business ro consumer, or ‘B ro O
chain. This means that any domeste product [ buy From
Power City, | can bring déwn to a domestic reeveling centre,
and thev'll rake it free of charge and recyele it on behalf of
Power City.

That's fine for stuff that ends up in the domestic cham. But
stuff thar doesn’n, be it photocopying equipment, office equip
ment of all sorts, large-scale computers, medinm-sized COMmpHit-
ers, air condinoning systems... the list goes on and on, You can't
turn up in g truck and drop a mamframe computer info a
mumnicipal site. To fit the criteria, businesses have ro write up a
waste plan. You have to report your sales, according to category,
and then vou havé g take all vour products down an agreed
recycling route. Every item that's included m the plan has o be
shown t be properly recveled. You have to keep a record all of
that, as well as noting how you've recycled all the produces that
have been taken back.

Ultimately, for the catering industry, the problem is that
acceptable waste routes for equipment-are yet to be sorted out,
What remplate should be used for recording all the informanon?
What value or no value or what cost or no-cost will it be? How
mich money will you get back, such as i the case of stninless
stee] products; from the recyclec? Adl of thar has to be derer-
mined hefore catering equipment can meet the requiremenis.

Businesses were supposed to have complied with this way
back in August 2005, and everything should be retrospective to
that dare. But at the time, it wasn't on anyone's radar screen
hecause, a} evervone wias looking at how it affecred domestic
products, and b) the catering people didn't believe that the legis-
lagion applied to them. They understood it as domestic legisla:
ton. The only countey that has acoually pur any legislation in
place or any systems in place 1o deal with carering equipment so
far 18 The Netherlands, and that's only half in place-anvhow.
The Swedes have deaided it doesn’t apply ar all because their
recveling systems are quite good enough to deal wath it and the
rest of Eurape s sitting there, saving, ‘Looks like we're gonna
have to do something about this,”

The real difficuly with enforcing this legislation is thar it's
been brought in as a Europe-wide direcuve, and what that
méans 1% there's a minimum level thar can vary from country o
country, When they interprer the legislation, each country can
draw up their own set of rules applicable to therr needs, as can
the Irish, or Dutch, or French, That creates mequalines rgha
through the catermg equipment market throughour Europe,
which distarts the muarker and effectively makes the legislaoon
null and void.

Soon vou won't be able to sell any piece of électrical equip-
ment that you've imporred without doing a waste plan, signing,
tp to the WEEE register and doing all these repores. So, if you're
i hotel and vou want to import a piece of equipment from
Germany - a cooker, for instance — you can't do it any longer.
You've got 1o buy it through somebody in Ireland who's regis:
tered. So, people like the architects and the specifiers who, for
instance, with Bewley's Hotel, brought all the products in from
Crermany, had them installed here, gor a local agent to service 1
and ook o nice; far comnussion fee; will either have to sign up
and do a waste plan in theic own right as an importer of prod-
uet, or Bewley's Horel will have to do it one or the other.

For small companies, it becomes even maore difficulr. Many
don'r actually record every physical item they sell and caregorise
it, MNow they're going to have o recard every item, they're going
toy categorise it, and have to make thar report évery month o the
WEEE register. The Catening Equipment Association 15 irying m
set up a svstem that will be common o all catering equipment,
sy that that system can be followed by all the members or any-
one who joins up to ir, If they follow that template; hopefully
they will be complimnt with whar's required.

The legislation was brought inowith the idea, and gquice nghe-
Iy, in my opinion, that Europe was being flooded by electrical
produces from China thar lasted for a vear and then they were
going into the dump. The dump couldn’t absorb them; there
was all sorts of stuff in them, like lead in the wiring, in electron
ics, which was no good. And they shouldn't be ending up there
— they should have been collecred and vecyeled. What thar does
is give an advanmage for someone to charge a liele bit more for
a really good product which lasts a litle bit longer, That's
where the market — hopefully - will go eventally; mther than
taking rubbish stoff and throwing it in the bin, you'll actually
buy something of quality because something of qualicy will last
tor longer. @



